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��� � arewell Beverley  �

After a fruitful period of five 
years, our Operations Manager 
Beverley Booker chose to 
pursue new opportunities in her 
career path.  Beverley greatly 
contributed to the 
strengthening and growth of 
Sparrow Schools’ services 
during her time with us.  We 
will fondly remember her 
outstanding organisational 
skills and passion for the 
development of educators.  We 
wish Beverley well in her new 
endeavours. 

 

��� � ew creative centre opened! 

A long-anticipated dream came true on Friday the 7th May, 2010 when our 
custom-built creative centre was opened at the Foundation School in Melville.  
The centre consists of a creative design and technology room where arts, crafts 
and design take place; a music room where our children participate in music 
therapy whilst gaining an awareness of musical instruments; as well as a sewing 
room where useful items are made; and a school tuck shop.  The centre is aptly 
named in honour of Dr. Don Mattera, a valued patron and friend of Sparrow 
Schools. 
The opening was a celebration of the positive impact on the lives of children 
made by both joint effort and commitment to relevant education.  Funding for the 
building was received from the Murray & Roberts Sizwe Letsema Broad-based 
Community Trust as well as the Sparrow Schools UK Foundation.  Other 
supporters who assisted us with equipment and consumables include the DG 
Murray Trust, the Deloitte Foundation, the Sparrow Schools Support Group 
Ireland, Rand Water, the Mackenzie Foundation and BOE private clients.   
During the opening, Dr. Don Mattera warmed the listeners’ hearts and recited a 
portion of his poem, This Land, South of Africa.   
 

“This Land, the whole land 
each grain of sand 
north to south, east to west 
the given earth, the best land 
the prostrate valleys the angry 
mountains 
the smiling hills 
this beautiful, beautiful, 
beautiful country 
must be healed with all the 
love 
it takes to pump one heart 
and fill it with a dream 
This land, the whole land                         
will be healed, must be healed.”   

 
We look forward to the success stories and creative work that will flow from this 
wonderful resource centre.  
Significantly, the official photographer of the day was Dennis Kamau, a young 
man who attends Sparrow Combined Vocational Training Centre, and displays a 
keen interest in photography.  He definitely has talent too. 
     

 

Dr. Don Mattera receiving a commemorative 
frame from Sparrow Schools’ Jackie 
Gallagher, Founder/General Manager. 

Beverley Booker 

 The Don Mattera Creative Centre – Foundation School, Melville 
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���� ant to help? �

There are many ways to get 
involved in Sparrow Schools’ 
work as we continue to 
provide specialised education, 
vocational skills training and 
extensive learner support to 
children and youth with 
barriers to learning.  
We welcome your 
involvement! 
In supporting Sparrow Schools 
financially you will receive a 
Section 18a Tax Receipt whilst 
companies can gain improved 
ratings on their BBBEE 
scorecard. 
Non Profit Registration No: 
000-401NPO  
Section 18A Tax Reg Ref No: 
18/11/13/1399 
 
Contact Sparrow Schools’ 
Head Office on (+27) 011 673 
4410/9 or 
sparrow@mweb.co.za or visit 
www.sparrowschools.co.za for 
more information. 
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��� � oming up... choir 
tour to Germany and 
Ireland  
 
It is once again preparation time 
for a group of Sparrow Schools’ 
talented learners, as Germany 
and Ireland awaits...  During 
September this year the choir will 
travel and perform at a number of 
venues – schools, churches, 
community halls and hospitals in 
Wexford and Berlin. A highlight of 
the tour will be participating in a 
workshop with the students of the 
Nelson Mandela School in Berlin.  
There are sponsorship 
opportunities available to cover 
the costs of the learners’ tour 
kits.  Please contact us on 011 
673 4410/9 to discuss options.  
More information will be 
forthcoming in the tour brochure. 
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��� � pin-A-Thon fun and success!  

On Saturday the 8th May 2010 the Melville House of Fitness Gym was buzzing 
with activity as around 120 supporters participated in Sparrow Schools’ first ever 
Spin-A-Thon.  5FM DJ’s Anele, Fix, Poppy, T-Bone, Thomas and Milkshake all 
went the distance for charity.  They were also joined by the 5FM’s cycle team, 
and a number of corporate teams and individuals.  Each participant had a 45 
minute session.  The instructors did a good job of motivating participants, 
although some struggled more than others to get through!  More than R30 000 
was raised for Sparrow Schools’ Educate-a-Child programme.  Thank you to all 
the sponsors for making this such a great event.  Watch this space for the 2011 
event! 

 

��� � parrow Siblings  

Time to be listened to is extremely important for any child.  The sad reality of the 
challenging home circumstances faced by many of our children is that they don’t 
have quality one-on-one time with adults.  Our Learner Support department 
identified a real need for safe relationships with young adults who can be role 
models to our young learners at the Foundation School.  As Sparrow Schools has 
a long-standing relationship with the University of Johannesburg, and they are in 
our neighbourhood a new project has been developed to meet this need.  
Spearheaded by Astrid Meng and Saskia Johnson the Sparrow Sibling initiative 
partners our children with university students who have been screened and 
trained on mentoring.  The students act as siblings to the children as they allow 
them to share feelings and ideas, answer their questions honestly and have fun 
together.  They are paired up for a 6-month period and meet up once a week for 
an hour during school time.  Other young adults or even corporate employees are 
welcome to apply to participate in the programme.  
Contact us for more information. 

��� � ook now:  Mad hatter’s Tea party! �

Ladies... want to spoil yourself, or indulge your friends?  
Give yourself permission to have time out whilst not being completely selfish... 
How?  Book now for a delightful “Mad hatter’s Tea party” at the Oppenheimer 
Conference and Banqueting Centre, Gold Reef City in support of Sparrow 
Schools’ Educate-a-Child campaign.  Be there on Saturday 14th August 2010, 
12:00 for 12:30.  Contact Kaylene on sparrow@mweb.co.za today!  Cost R250 
p.p.�
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5FM Going the distance for Charity! (Photo: Henry Isaacs) 
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